U                                A  TRAMP ABROAD.

looked like solid black logs. These weird apparitions had been hand-
some youths, clad in fashionable attire fifteen minutes befores but now
fchey did not resemble any beings one ever sees unless in nightmares.
They strode along, with their arms projecting straight out from their
bodies; they did not hold them out themselves, but fellow-students
walked beside them and gave the needed support.

There was a rush for the vacant end of the room now, and we
followed and got good places. The combatants were placed face to

face, each with several
members . of his own
corps about him to
assist 5 two seconds, well
padded, and with swords
in their hands, took near
stations ; a student be-
longing to neither of the
opposing corps placed
, himself in a good posi-
tion to umpire the
combat ; another stu-
dent stood by with a
watch and a memoran-
dum-book to keep
record of the time and
the number and nature
of the wounds; a grey-
haired surgeon was
present with his lint, his bandages, and his instruments. After a
moment's pause the duellists saluted the umpire respectfully, then one
after another the several officials stepped forward, gracefully removed
their caps and saluted him also, and returned to their places. Evexy-
iihing was ready now; students stood crowded together in the fore-
ground, and others stood behind them on chairs and tables. Every
face was turned towards the centre of attraction.

The combatants were watching each other with alert eyes; a perfect
stillness, a breathless interest reigned. I felt that I was going to se*
some wary work. But not so. The instant the word waa given, til

